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Literary Ethnography in the Novel "'Circles of the Peak""
Based on the Theory of Culture and Personality
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Abstract

The novel Dayereha-ye Owj [Circles of Apogee] by Asghar Asgari-
Khangah is among the works that depict the reciprocal relationship
between culture and personality within the social and cultural life of
Gilan. Drawing on the culture and personality approach and
employing a qualitative content analysis method, the present study
examines how local culture and subculture influence the formation of
the identity and actions of the novel’s main character. The findings
indicate that the character of Gharib-Oghli is shaped through
interaction with the primary and secondary institutions of society and
through mechanisms such as education, modeling, and the
internalization of cultural values. His trajectory-from marginalization
and social exclusion to scientific and social recognition-reflects the
role of culture in reconstructing individual identity. The novel also
portrays the dominant cultural patterns of Rasht society, including
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rationality, social responsibility, collective solidarity, and the
valorization of knowledge, illustrating the process of characters’
socialization in relation to cultural structures. The analysis further
shows that women, as cultural agents, play a significant role in the
transmission and reproduction of social values. The study’s findings
suggest that Circles of Apogee, beyond being a narrative work of
fiction, possesses ethnographic potential and reveals-through the
representation of lived experience-the system of meanings and cultural
values of Gilan society in a period of transition. From this perspective,
the novel can be understood as a literary account of the process of
personality formation within a cultural context and as an example of
the intersection between narrative imagination and anthropological
insight.

Keywords: Circles of Apogee, characterization, culture and
personality, Gilan culture, literary ethnography

Extended Abstract

Introduction

This article examines the novel Dayeraha-ye Owj as a form of literary
ethnography based on the culture-and-personality approach. It
explores the ways in which local culture and indigenous subculture
influence the formation of identity and the behavior of the main
character, Gharib-Oghli. The study focuses on the reciprocal
relationship between culture and personality and considers the novel
as a literary representation of the social and cultural life of Gilan,
particularly the city of Rasht, during a period of transition.

From the perspective of the -culture-and-personality theory,
personality is not formed independently of society; rather, it develops
through interaction with cultural values, social institutions, education,
patterns of imitation, and processes of socialization. Accordingly, the
article analyzes the formation and transformation of Gharib-Oghli’s
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personality in relation to primary and secondary institutions. The
findings indicate that education, social interaction, role modelling, and
the internalization of cultural values play a significant role in shaping
his identity and conduct. His movement from marginalization and
social exclusion toward intellectual and social status illustrates the
influence of cultural and social processes on the reconstruction of
individual identity. The analysis also reveals several dominant cultural
patterns in the representation of Rasht society, including rationality,
social responsibility, collective solidarity, and respect for knowledge.
These values are reflected in the characters’ relationships, decisions,
social interactions, and responses to the conditions of their
community. The novel presents socialization as a dynamic process
through which individuals acquire, negotiate, and reproduce the
cultural meanings of their society. In this process, women function as
influential cultural agents who contribute to the transmission and
reproduction of social values. The study argues that Dayeraha-ye Ow;j
extends beyond the boundaries of a purely fictional narrative. Through
its representation of lived experience, social relations, local values,
and systems of meaning, the novel possesses considerable
ethnographic potential. It provides an artistic representation of Gilan
society and demonstrates how literary characterization can contribute
to the understanding of cultural identity and social transformation. The
novel therefore constitutes an important example of the intersection
between narrative imagination, literary studies, and cultural
anthropology.

Methodology

This study employs a qualitative content-analysis method within the
theoretical framework of culture and personality. The research corpus
consists of the novel Dayeraha-ye Owj by Asghar Askari-Khangah.
The analysis concentrates particularly on the central character, Gharib-
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Oghli, and examines the relationship between his personality
formation and the cultural and social environment of Gilan, especially
Rasht. The analytical process focuses on the representation of
characters, their actions and interactions, social relationships,
educational experiences, patterns of imitation, processes of
socialization, and the internalization of cultural values. The study also
examines cultural signs, local values, and forms of collective behavior
represented in the narrative. Through interpreting these elements in
relation to the culture-and-personality approach, the research identifies
the ways in which the novel represents the influence of primary and
secondary institutions on individual identity and behavior. In addition,
attention is paid to the role of women in transmitting and reproducing
social and cultural values. The findings are interpreted through an
interdisciplinary perspective that connects literary analysis with
cultural anthropology.

Conclusion

The findings demonstrate that the formation of personality in
Dayerahd-ye Owj is closely connected with cultural and social
processes. Gharib-Oghli’s development is shaped by his interaction
with social institutions, educational experiences, patterns of imitation,
and the internalization of local cultural values. His transformation
from a socially marginalized individual into a person of intellectual
and social standing illustrates the role of culture in shaping,
negotiating, and reconstructing personal identity.

The novel also presents Gilan society, particularly Rasht, as a
cultural environment characterized by rationality, social responsibility,
collective solidarity, and respect for knowledge. Women’s role in the
transmission and reproduction of these values further demonstrates the
importance of cultural agents in sustaining social continuity.
Accordingly, the novel represents culture not as a static background
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but as a dynamic system that influences individual conduct, social
relationships, and processes of identity formation.

It can therefore be concluded that Dayeraha-ye Owj is more than a
fictional account. By representing the lived experience, cultural
values, social relations, and symbolic meanings of Gilan society, it
possesses significant literary-ethnographic capacity. The novel
illustrates the productive relationship between literary imagination and
anthropological knowledge and shows that the analysis of fictional
characters can provide valuable insight into the cultural processes
through which individuals and communities construct identity.
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