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Abstract

In the field of Persian literary typology, the lack of clear and targeted
research questions has led to a decline in analytical coherence and
evaluative rigor across many published articles. By analyzing 80
articles published between 2001 and 2024, this study identifies three
primary questioning patterns: articles with explicit and structured
questions (52%), articles with implicit or indirect questions (36%),
and articles lacking defined research questions (11%). Furthermore,
examining the placement of questions revealed that their distribution
across various sections (abstract, introduction, problem statement,
dedicated subsection, and discussion body) directly impacts objective
clarity and scholarly coherence. The findings indicate that formulating
explicit questions and strategically placing them effectively guides the
analytical trajectory and enhances the citable authority of research
articles. Therefore, systematic attention to research questioning can
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serve as a practical guideline for elevating scholarly writing standards
in Persian literary typology studies.

Keywords: Research question, literary typology, Persian literature,
article structure, literary genres.

Extended Abstract

Introduction

In the field of Persian literary typology, the lack of clear and well-
defined research questions often results in a lack of analytical
coherence and scientific rigor. Despite the proliferation of literary
studies, many scholars struggle to transition from descriptive reporting
to structured, problem-oriented research. This study examines the
structural role of research questions in Persian literary typology,
arguing that the way questions are formulated and positioned
significantly dictates the quality of analysis, objective clarity, and the
overall credibility of academic discourse. The research aims to
categorize existing questioning patterns and evaluate their impact on
the structural integrity of academic papers.

Methodology

The study adopts a qualitative-statistical approach, analyzing 80
academic articles published in various Persian literary journals
between 2003 and 2024. The assessment criteria focused on two
primary indicators: (1) the nature of the research question
(explicit/structured, implicit/conveyed, or absent), and (2) the
placement of the question within the article’s structure (abstract,
introduction, statement of the problem, or as an independent section).

Findings

The results indicate that 52% of the surveyed articles utilize explicit
and structured questions, which correlate with higher levels of
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analytical coherence. 36% of the articles contain implicit or embedded
questions, which often lead to discursive drift and ambiguous
conclusions. Alarmingly, 11% of the articles lack a formal research
question entirely, resulting in descriptive or anecdotal writing that
lacks critical depth. Furthermore, the analysis reveals that positioning
the research question within a dedicated section or clearly defined
“statement of the problem” section significantly enhances the logical
flow of the argument and the reproducibility of the study’s findings.
The study highlights that many scholars in this field often misuse
literary terminology (e.g., genre, sub-genre, tone) due to the absence
of a strong, question-driven theoretical framework.

Conclusion

The study concludes that the explicit formulation of research questions
acts as a navigational roadmap for literary analysis. Clarity in
questioning directly improves the cohesiveness of the text, guides data
processing, and facilitates the peer-review process. It is recommended
that academic journals in the field of Persian literature mandate a
dedicated section for “Problem Statement and Research Questions”.
Researchers are encouraged to avoid overly broad topics, opting
instead for narrow, focused, and question-driven inquiries.
Establishing a transparent theoretical framework, consistent with the
specific nature of Persian literature, is essential before embarking on
typological classifications.
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