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Abstract

This essay aims to answer the following questions by examining all
publications in Persian-language journals concerning Hujwiri and his
work Kashf al-Mahjub: 1. What approaches exist in articles related to
Kashf al-Mahjub? 2. Which approach has the highest frequency, and
what are the possible reasons? 3. What are the most important
achievements of key articles in each approach? 4. What are the
primary shortcomings and flaws in these studies? Up to the fall of
1404 [October 2025], there are 114 articles in this field, ranked by
frequency as follows: 1. Research on specific topics in Kashf al-
Mahjub, 2. Literary criticism and theory, 3. On Kashf al-Mahjub and
Hujwiri, 4. Influences received and exerted by Kashf al-Mahjub, 5.
Textual criticism, 6. Examination of narrative elements, and 7.
Stylistics. The publication of Mahmoud Abedi's edition of Kashf al-
Mahjub in 1383 solar [2004] appears to be a key factor in drawing
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researchers' attention to the book. The method employed in this study
is descriptive-analytical and critical. The examination and analysis of
the articles are based on components such as main theme, approach,
critiqgue of strengths and weaknesses, influence from prior sources,
and the presence of new and original insights. The final section of this
essay is devoted to the pathology of the published articles. The most
significant weaknesses include repetition of content, failure to uphold
scholarly integrity, publishing the same article with identical structure
and content in two journals, lack of sufficient coherence, absence of
clear conclusions, and mere descriptive presentation.

Keywords: Hujwiri, Kashf al-Mahjub, classification, critical review,
bibliography, critique

Extended Abstract

1.Introduction

Abu al-Hasan Ali ibn Uthman al-Hujwiri is one of the most renowned
mystics and Sufi masters of the fifth century AH, born in Ghazna.
After studying the customary sciences of his time, including the
Qur’an, Hadith, exegesis, jurisprudence, and related disciplines, he left
his hometown and embarked on a long journey. Although al-Hujwiri
authored numerous and diverse works, the only extant one, and one of
the most important sources of Islamic Sufism, is Kashf al-Mahjub.
This book influenced other mystical texts, such as Tadhkirat al-
Awliya, Fasl al-Khitab, and Nafahat al-Uns, which demonstrates the
significance of Kashf al-Mahjub among works on Sufism. The
importance of this book is such that, in addition to books, theses, and
dissertations, a relatively large number of articles on it have been
published in recent years. By the end of fall of 2025, 114 articles had
been published on this subject. The earliest studies date back to the
1950s and 1960s, in which the authors addressed al-Hujwiri’s
biography and the features of his work. After a relatively long interval,
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from the 1980s onward, research related to Kashf al-Mahjub and al-
Hujwiri increased significantly. It appears that the second critical
edition of Kashf al-Mahjub by Mahmoud Abedi in 2004 and its
publication attracted scholars’ attention and subsequently led to the
publication of articles in this field. Further examination also shows
that, with the dominance of theoretical discourse in academic research,
numerous articles related to Kashf al-Mahjub were written in the
2010s. Given the importance of Kashf al-Mahjub as the first Persian
text in the field of Sufism, as well as its use in university teaching, a
critical review of the research published on this work seems necessary.
In addition, the authors seek to answer the following questions: Is
there a researcher in the studies on Kashf al-Mahjub who can be
considered a prominent author or scholar in this field? In other words,
is it possible to identify a reference or author be identified in the field
under consideration? Also, have scholars from other disciplines shown
interest in researching this area?

Methodology

The authors have referred to the websites such as the NoorMags, SID,
Comprehensive Humanities Portal, Civilica, and Magiran databases to
collect the articles. In addition to these databases, the book Fehrest-e
magjalat-e Farsi [Compilation of Persian Papers] by Iraj Afshar and
Iran-Naz Kashian was also used. The present study is descriptive-
analytical and critical. The articles were examined and analyzed based
on criteria such as the main subject, approach, critique of strengths
and weaknesses, dependence on previous sources, and the presence of
new and original insights. At the end, the problems of each published
research are presented.

Reesults and Discussion

By examining the articles related to Kashf al-Mahjub, their
approaches can be classified into seven categories: 1) research on a
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specific topic in Kashf al-Mahjub, 2) literary criticism and theory, 3)
studies on Kashf al-Mahjub and al-Hujwiri, 4) the influence and
effectiveness of Kashf al-Mahjub, 5) textual studies, 6) analysis of
narrative elements, and 7) stylistics. In what follows, each of these
approaches is examined, and the earliest published studies under each
category, as well as the more significant articles, are identified. The
main criterion for introducing an article was its degree of influence on
other studies and the extent to which it contained new and original
insights. The approach “research on a specific topic in Kashf al-
Mahjub,” with 49 articles, that is, 42.98%, has the highest number of
studies, whereas “stylistics,” with only 3 articles, that is, 2.63%, has
the lowest number. The earliest article published on al-Hujwiri and
Kashf al-Mahjub dates back to the late 1950s, when the author, in a
series of articles in Ariana magazine, examined various topics such as
manuscripts, printed editions, translations, the date of composition, the
style of the book, and so on. The number of articles written before the
1980s was fewer than 10, but after Mahmoud Abedi’s revised edition
of Kashf al-Mahjub, the number of articles increased significantly; in
fact, about 90% of the articles were published from the 1980s onward.
The latest study in this field is an article entitled "Analysis of the
Structure of Interpretation of Verses and Hadiths in the Intellectual
System of Hujviri" (2025), in which the author examines Hujwiri’s
interpretations of Qur’anic verses and hadiths and classifies them.

Upon examining the articles written across various approaches,
what stands out most prominently is the flaws presented in these
studies. The most significant shortcomings and issues in research
related to Kashf al-Mahjub include: repetition of content, failure to
uphold scholarly integrity, publication of the same article with
identical structure and content in two different journals, lack of
sufficient coherence, absence of clear conclusions, and provision of
mere description.
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Conclusion

The present study examines the articles related to Kashf al-Mahjub
from their beginnings through the end of fall of 2025. A total of 114
articles were published in scholarly and non-scholarly journals. In
analyzing these articles, attention was paid to criteria such as the main
theme, approach, critique of strengths and weaknesses, reliance on
previous sources, and the presence of new and original insights.

The approaches into which the articles were classified, in order of
frequency, are as follows: 1. research on a specific topic in Kashf al-
Mahjub (49 articles, 42.98%); 2. literary criticism and theory (20
articles, 17.54%); 3. studies on Kashf al-Mahjub and al-Hujwiri (12
articles, 10.52%); 4. the influence and impact of Kashf al-Mahjub (12
articles, 10.52%); 5. textual studies (10 articles, 8.77%); 6. narrative
literature (8 articles, 7.01%); and 7. stylistics (3 articles, 2.63%).

The earliest articles on Kashf al-Mahjub and al-Hujwiri date back
to the late 1950s. However, in the 1980s and 1990s, the publication of
related articles increased significantly. One major factor in the
growing scholarly attention to Kashf al-Mahjub was Mahmoud
Abedi’s 2004 critical edition of the book. Unfortunately, despite the
quantitative growth of articles in recent years, some of them suffer
from serious qualitative problems. These include repetition of content,
failure to observe scholarly integrity, publication of the same article
with identical structure and content in two journals, lack of coherence,
and absence of a clear conclusion, resulting in mere description. The
review also shows evidence of plagiarism in these articles. In addition,
neglect of prior research has caused many articles to repeat existing
material and offer no new findings.

The examination further indicates that most researchers in this field
have written only one or at most two articles; therefore, apart from the
editor of the book, Mahmoud Abedi, no researcher can be identified as
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having worked on this area in a sustained and specialized way.
Moreover, except for a small number of scholars from fields such as
philosophy, Qur’anic studies and Hadith, religion, and mysticism,
most authors of these articles were trained in Persian language and
literature. Among the published studies, manuscript studies and
textual scholarship on Kashf al-Mahjub have not received any
attention at all, and this constitutes a promising and worthwhile area
for future research.
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