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Abstract

The postmodern decentralization of metanarratives is not limited to
the text but has expanded into a discursive space with a hybrid
approach ranging from text to social practice. Therefore, postmodern
fictions can be studied as a complex of discursive practices at various
levels concerning different types of metanarratives. This research
attempts, by moving away from case studies and drawing inspiration
from Moretti’s “distant reading” method and Fairclough's three-
dimensional model of discourse, to critique the "discursive space"” of
Mohammad Hassan Shahsavari's works and to delineate its
relationship with various metanarratives at the three levels of text,
discursive practice, and social practice. The results indicate that the
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manifestation of decentralization is more prominent in the text than in
the other levels. On the other hand, the balance of the communicative
network has somewhat distanced itself from the absolute centrality of
one of the three elements: author-text-reader. However, attention to
the active role of the reader remains less pronounced. Furthermore, at
the social level, although confrontational actions against the
metanarratives of the literary and political establishments are
observed, overall, not only Shahsavari and his works but also his
readers, due to their social position, are still in the captivity of
believing in many types of metanarratives and are unable to transcend
them. And they also reinforce issues such as patriarchy, religious and
family values, and tradition, although the reaction to these types of
grand narratives is weaker among academic readers due to their
theoretical reliance on the "text,” while this issue is somewhat more
balanced among journalists.

Keywords: Postmodernism, decentralization, metanarrative, distant
reading, Fairclough, Moretti, Mohammad Hassan Shahsavari

Extended Abstract

Introduction

One of the most essential foundations of postmodernism is the
decentralization of every kind of grand narratives that ignore
differences and multiplicities to integrate the narratives of human
society .This process of decentralization gives “Petits Récits” the
opportunity to play an effective role in various fields. It seems in
postmodern fiction, due to the wideness of postmodern thought, this
decentering does not only act at the "text" grand narrative level but
can also involve discursive and social. Therefore, if a postmodern
reading relies only on formal and narrative breaking the norm in the
text, it refuses the discursive and social context and roots of
postmodern texts and their active function against various stable and
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unique grand narratives. Consequently, given the inherent contrast of
postmodernism with any one-dimensional approaches, to obtain a
comprehensive image of the postmodern works, the multidimensional
analysis is necessary. Considering this multiple position of
postmodernism, in addition to examining the textual features of
Shahsavari's works and their function in decentering, this article has
attempted to study the function of other discursive elements, such as
the author and the reader, against the textual grand narratives and at
higher levels, such as literary, social, cultural, political, and economic
institutions.

Methodology

Inspired by Fairclough's three-level discourse approach and Moretti's
“distant reading” method, this study attempts to study the postmodern
narrative discourse of Shahsavari's works while designing a
combinatorial and comprehensive pattern for reading postmodern
fiction. To achieve this, not only the author's fictional works, but also
interviews, reviews, notes, etc., or in other words, metatext, have been
studied.

Theoretical Framework

Postmodernism is an era in which discursive elements have the
possibility of exchanging ideas in a dialogical space, in such a
situation, discourse is meant as a model of a social practice that
individuals act on in their dealings with the world and with each other.
As a result, postmodern narrative can be a type of discourse that
includes, at its center, the narrative text and, at higher levels,
discursive act (the chain of communication and interaction of the
author, text, reader) and social act. Therefore, this model distances
itself from Husserlian “epoche” and focusing on a specific text and, by
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contributing textual, intertextual, and metatextual factors, studies the
literary system beyond its central norms.

Discussion

In Shahsavari's works, “metafiction”, “author's posthumous”, “world
under erasure” are the most frequently used tools to discredit the
centrality of the text. The frequent changes of ontological levels
transform the text into an entity that, with its great multiplicity, cannot
create a stable and unique narrative. These characteristics do not only
act at the level of the text; the metafiction and the author's posthumous
can also make the author's position unstable by referring to the "death
of the author" and to the Shahsavari's own identity.

Readers of Shahsavari's works, academics, and members of the
press, generally have a positive act towards the text and the author,
and even the role of the reader in the discursive network. However,
academics focus their interaction on the text element; members of
press, put more emphasis on the role of the author. One of reasons for
this could be the dominance of reader-centered and "especially™ text-
centered approaches in universities, while in non-academic circles, the
audience choose a work through the identification of the author. The
university's specialized authority also allows for more critical act in
the discursive network towards all the elements present.

At the level of social act, the most influential are the narratives
related to popular culture and society, with positive act towards them,
and the most fundamental of them is adherence to the stereotypes and
norms of the central narrative of the male-patriarchal system, also
religion, tradition, family, and nationality.

Politics and the literary institution are the grand narratives he has
the most negative reaction to. In the overall scheme of Shahsavari's
literary activity and writing, most political movements are sterile.
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Conclusion

In Shahsavari's works, metafiction, the author's posthumous, and the
erasure are most frequently used in the text. Although these narrative
features are dedicated to the discrediting of the text in postmodern
discourse, the author, by conveying his experiences from literary
activities, and by directly and indirectly participating in the story as a
narrator-writer, has been able to engage the grand narrative of the
literary and cultural institution of his society at a higher level.

On the other hand, the act of readers in this discursive space also
depends on the position of their social institution. Academic readers of
Shahsavari consider the text to be a strong element; but they consider
the reader to be in a passive and weak position in the discourse. While
at the level of social act, they pay attention to literary, political, and
social dimensions; but their main view is focused on the challenges of
meaning-making grand narratives such as the concept of reality; an
approach that is rarely seen among non-academic readers.

In other words, at the level of the discourse text, this discourse has
been able to move somewhat in the direction of postmodern thought;
but at the other two levels, it is completely under the shadow of social,
scientific, political, and literary relations, and continues to submit to
their legitimizing grand narratives and sometimes confirms and
reinforces them.
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