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Genre studies question the structural function of literary forms in
reproducing dominant discourses. This analytical framework reveals
the author’s fidelity to or deviation from conventional traditions at a
fundamental level; neglecting it diminishes the understanding of a
work’s relationship with literary tradition. This is especially
significant in the detective novel, a genre bound by strict conventions,
where exploring structural and generic patterns enables differentiation
between the mere repetition of clichés and the author’s structural
innovations. Through such an approach, one can assess how the author
employs form as a foundation for a deeper comprehension of the
work. The Crime Thriller Elephant in the Darkness by Ghasem
Hasheminejad is among those detective novels that meticulously
observe the conventions of the genre and, therefore, merits precise
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scholarly analysis. In this article, adopting a genre-analytical
approach, we seek to demonstrate the harmony between the novel’s
components and its overall form in conveying meaning and concept.
In this work, the coordination between generic features and thematic
content is handled with mastery, as the explicit and implicit elements
of the text interact in a coherent system. Moreover, Hasheminejad
meticulously adheres to the conventions of the crime-thriller genre,
such as the creation of archetypal characters, arrangement of clues,
characterization of the detective, depiction of violence and fatalism,
and sequences of pursuit, so as to transmit a unified theme and
message to the reader. The author also employs genre-specific
elements, atmosphere, descriptive details, and confirming objects to
emphasize particular themes and guide the reader through the
progression of the narrative.

Keywords: Elephant in the Darkness, crime thriller, genre elements,
Persian novel, Ghasem Hasheminejad.

Extended Abstract

Introduction

Genre studies serve as a structural mechanism for questioning the role
of literary forms in reproducing or critiquing dominant discourses. In
the realm of crime fiction, which is governed by rigorous conventions,
exploring generic patterns allows researchers to distinguish between
the repetition of clichés and the author’s structural innovations.
Ghasem Hasheminejad’s Elephant in the Darkness stands as a seminal
work in Persian literature that meticulously adheres to the rules of the
crime thriller while weaving in local cultural nuances. This study aims
to analyze how the harmony between genre-specific components and
narrative form in this novel facilitates the conveyance of its
underlying themes. The central problem is to determine how the work
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functions within the boundaries of the “crime thriller” and to what
extent it incorporates elements of “Noir” to depict the socio-political
anxieties of 1970s Iran.

Methodology

This research adopts a descriptive-analytical and qualitative approach
within the framework of genre theory. The corpus is the novel
Elephant in the Darkness, which is examined line-by-line to identify
specific genre markers. The theoretical foundation draws upon the
works of Tzvetan Todorov, John Scaggs, and Raymond Chandler to
evaluate the text’s adherence to the “Crime Thriller” sub-genre. The
analysis focuses on five key dimensions: 1) Character archetypes (The
Hero, Femme Fatale, Detective, and Victim); 2) The representation of
violence and fatalism; 3) The arrangement of hermeneutic clues; 4)
The semiotics of time and space (urban vs. rural); and 5) The
metaphorical function of objects (specifically the automobile).

Statement and Findings

The findings indicate that Elephant in the Darkness is a sophisticated
manifestation of the crime thriller, characterized by a seamless
integration of genre conventions and thematic depth. The analysis
reveals several critical findings:

1. Protagonist Archetype: Jalal Amin represents a hybrid hero—a
“Luti” (traditional man of honor) who embodies the traits of a
Noir protagonist. His pragmatism, physical prowess, and
fundamental distrust of the police force reflect a shift from
institutional justice to individual action.

2. Character Dynamics: The novel effectively employs the
“Femme Fatale” archetype through the character of Mahasti,
whose linguistic and physical allure serves as a catalyst for the
protagonist’s descent into the criminal underworld.
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Conversely, the official detective (Shirazi) is relegated to a
secondary, marginal role, emphasizing the “thriller” aspect
where the layman must solve the mystery.

3. Narrative Structure and Clues: Hasheminejad utilizes a precise
arrangement of clues, classified into “promising,” “deceptive,”
and “ambiguous”, to maintain suspense and drive the causal
logic of the plot. The death of the victim (Hussein) acts as the
primary motivation for revenge, aligning the text with the
“revenge tragedy” tradition within modern thrillers.

4. Spatial and Object Semiotics: The urban setting of Tehran is
depicted as a masculine, violent, and corrupt space, contrasted
with the idealized rural memory of Taleghan. Furthermore, the
automobile is treated not merely as a prop but as a “beast-like”
metaphor for social status, moral decay, and the hidden evil
(smuggled drugs) that disrupts the protagonist’s world.

Conclusion

The results demonstrate that Elephant in the Darkness is a rare and
successful example of a Persian crime thriller that transcends mere
entertainment. By aligning the “Elephant in the Dark™ allegory with
the fragmented nature of truth in a criminal investigation,
Hasheminejad creates a multi-layered narrative. The novel’s fast-
paced rhythm, achieved through daily episodic chaptering and sharp
dialogue, reinforces its genre identity. In conclusion, the work does
not merely follow Western templates; it domesticates the crime thriller
by merging its global conventions (violence, pursuit, and fatalism)
with Iranian social realities and traditional ethics. This study confirms
that the novel’s structural unity and its innovative use of genre
conventions provide a profound lens through which the chaos and
corruption of its historical era can be understood.
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