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identities, and discourses are represented in Niin va al-Qalam by
Jalal Al-e-Ahmad. The central question concerns the types of
identities and discourses that the novel foregrounds,
marginalizes, or negates, as well as the linguistic and narrative
mechanisms through which these representations are produced.
To this end, the research employs critical discourse analysis,
drawing on the theoretical frameworks of Norman Fairclough
and James Paul Gee. The findings indicate that the novel, by
highlighting the rise and decline of leftist movements within the
socio-political context of the author’s era, structurally links all
forms of governance to violence, oppression, repression,
corruption, exploitation and relations of domination. Within this
framework, negative and dysfunctional identities, including state
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agents, Qalandars or leftists, and clerics aligned with power,
appear more frequently than positive and constructive ones and
are predominantly depicted as reproducers of hegemonic
structures. The new educated middle class, as well as sages and
scholars, are also severely criticized for their role in sustaining
power relations .The discourse analysis demonstrates that Nun
va al-Qalam, through its simultaneous critiqgue of monarchic-
modernist discourse and Marxist leftist discourse, articulates a
narrative that opposes the status quo and all forms of established
authority. The novel’s dominant discourse is grounded in a
notion of “return to the self” and a form of cultural nativism
intertwined with Shi’i elements such as resistance, uprising,
martyrdom, and the messianic figure of the Twelfth Imam.
Within this discourse, writing and the pen acquire a sacred and
mission-oriented status, functioning as instruments of truth-
telling and exposing structures of injustice. The final analysis
reveals that Al-e-Ahmad’s political experiences and intellectual
transformations, from early leftist inclinations to an emphasis on
Islamic nativism, play a decisive role in shaping the narrative
world of the novel, rendering it an active text in the production
and reinforcement of the author’s preferred ideology.

Keywords: Nun wa al-Qalam, Jalal Al-e-Ahmad, critical
discourse analysis, political representation, Norman Fairclough,
James Paul Gee
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The novel Nun va al-Qalam occupies a distinctive position in
modern Persian fiction as a politically charged narrative that
interrogates power, ideology, and the role of intellectuals in
times of socio-political crisis. Written in the early 1960s, the
novel reflects a critical moment in Iranian history marked by the
failure of leftist movements, the consolidation of authoritarian
power, and the intellectual reorientation of Iranian writers. This
study explores how political realities, identities, and discourses
are linguistically and narratively constructed in Nun va al-
Qalam. The central concern is to identify which political
identities and ideologies are legitimized, marginalized, or
delegitimized, and how these processes contribute to the novel’s
oppositional stance toward dominant structures of power. By
focusing on the symbolic function of writing and the pen, the
article situates the novel within Jalal Al-e-Ahmad’s broader
intellectual project of resistance to domination and his evolving
critique of both Western modernity and Marxist ideology.

Methodology

The study adopts Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) as its
primary methodological framework, drawing specifically on the
complementary approaches of Norman Fairclough and James
Paul Gee. Gee’s model is employed to examine the micro-level
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construction of meaning through his seven “building tasks” of
language, including the production of significance, identities,
relationships, politics, practices, connections, and systems of
knowledge. These analytical questions enable a detailed
examination of how linguistic choices foreground certain
political realities while suppressing others. Fairclough’s three-
dimensional model—description, interpretation, and
explanation—is then used to contextualize these textual features
within broader socio-historical and ideological structures. This
combined approach allows for an integrated analysis of both
textual mechanisms and their ideological implications, without
presupposing a fixed hypothesis. The research is exploratory in
nature and relies on close textual analysis of narrative structure,
characterization, metaphor, and interdiscursive references.

Discussion

The analysis demonstrates that Nun va al-Qalam constructs
politics as an inherently violent and oppressive domain,
regardless of ideological orientation. Both the ruling authority
and its revolutionary opponents are depicted as participants in
cycles of domination, repression, and exploitation. The narrative
systematically undermines the legitimacy of state power, clerical
authority aligned with governance, and revolutionary movements
that replicate the same structures of coercion they claim to
oppose. Through irony, symbolism, and historical allegory, the
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novel exposes the fragility of political idealism when it becomes
institutionalized. The figure of the intellectual, particularly the
scribe and the writer, emerges as a morally burdened subject
caught between ethical responsibility and political compromise.
The pen functions as a central metaphor, representing both the
possibility of resistance and the risk of complicity in hegemonic
systems.

Findings

The findings reveal that negative and dysfunctional political
identities, such as authoritarian rulers, opportunistic intellectuals,
power-aligned  clerics, and radicalized revolutionaries,
outnumber positive and constructive ones. These figures are
repeatedly portrayed as reproducers of hegemonic order rather
than agents of genuine transformation. Even the modern
educated middle class and learned elites are subjected to severe
critique for their passivity or collaboration with power. The
novel articulates a dual rejection of monarchic-modernist
discourse and Marxist leftist discourse, presenting both as failed
paradigms incapable of delivering justice or ethical governance.
In contrast, the dominant discourse of the novel is grounded in a
notion of “return to the self,” articulated through cultural
nativism and Shi’i symbolic structures such as resistance,
uprising, martyrdom, and messianic expectation. Within this
framework, writing acquires a sacred and mission-oriented
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status, functioning as an instrument for unveiling injustice rather
than legitimizing authority.

Conclusion

This study concludes that Nun va al-Qalam is an active
ideological text that participates in the production of Al-e-
Ahmad’s preferred worldview rather than merely reflecting
historical realities. The novel transforms political experience into
a discursive critique of all established forms of power,
emphasizing ethical resistance over ideological allegiance. Al-e
Ahmad’s personal intellectual trajectory, from early leftist
engagement to a critical embrace of Islamic cultural nativism,
plays a decisive role in shaping the narrative’s oppositional
logic. By sanctifying the act of writing and redefining the
responsibility of the intellectual, the novel proposes a form of
resistance rooted in cultural authenticity and moral
accountability. As such, Nun va al-Qalam stands as a key literary
articulation of dissent in modern Persian literature and a
significant case study for discourse-oriented approaches to
political fiction.
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10. connections

11. sign systems and knowledge
12. description

13. interpretation

14. explanation
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