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Abstract

One of the primary areas of research in comparative literature is the
study of thematic similarities in the works of two poets or writers. The
book “Sa’di's ghazal and Shakespeare's sonnet” compares themes
such as love and panegyric in the lyrical works of these two poets.
There are numerous shortcomings, which are scattered through the
chapters of the book. The most basic and important shortcoming of the
present book is that the author has limited himself to a selection of,
Shakespeare's sonnets to compare with Sa’di's ghazals. In fact, the
author has ignored one-third of Shakespeare's sonnets, so his research
is incomplete. Another important shortcoming is the comparison of
panegyric in Sa’di's ghazal and Shakespeare's sonnet, which I think is
a strange comparison. The function of panegyric in Persian poetry and
as a tradition in the court of Persian kings has its own characteristics
and requirements, which cannot be found in English poetry. In
addition, Persian ghazal and English sonnet are fundamentally
different both in terms of expression and rhetoric and in terms of
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content and application. Other shortcomings, which are not few in
number and are scattered in different chapters, have been categorized
into five groups: a) false information, b) undocumented claims, c)
incomplete and misleading information, d) unnecessary repetitions,
and e) incorrect English and French footnotes.

Keywords: Saadi's ghazal, Shakespeare's ghazal, panegyrics,
comparative literature

Extended Abstract

Comparative literature is the study of literature across linguistic and
cultural boundaries. Its major areas of studies are as follows: thematic
similarities, influence studies, adaptation studies, and translation
studies. Thematic similarities in the works of two poets or writers are
one of the primary, and widely used areas of research in comparative
literature. Sa’di's ghazal and Shakespeare's Sonnet compares themes
such as love and panegyric in the lyrical works of these two great
poets. Except the epilogue and the prologue, Sa’di's Ghazal and
Shakespeare's Sonnet has thirteen short and long chapters. According
to the author, since no one has compared the sonnets of these two
famous poets, Sa’di and Shakespeare, he has tried to bring these two
great men of world literature together and compare them in this book.
There are several verse and prose translations of Shakespeare's
sonnets in Persian. In general, one can divide these translations into
two main groups: one group (disperse translations) includes the
translation of a number of sonnets that were published in various
magazines and journals or in some books, and the other group (book-
length translations) includes a selection or all of the sonnets that were
collected in an independent book. These translations, especially the
translations of the second group, paves the way for those who do not
know English to get familiar with Shakespeare's sonnets and, these
translations are also the main source for comparative studies. There
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are, totally, five selected and complete translations of Shakespeare's
sonnets into Persian.

There are numerous shortcomings, which are scattered through the
chapters of the book. The most basic and important shortcoming of the
present book is that the author has limited himself to a selection of,
Shakespeare's sonnets to compare with Sa’di's ghazals. In fact, the
author has ignored one-third of Shakespeare's sonnets, so his research
is incomplete. Another important shortcoming is the comparison of
panegyric in Sa’di's ghazal and Shakespeare's sonnet, which I think is
a strange comparison. The function of panegyric in Persian poetry and
as a tradition in the court of Persian kings has its own characteristics
and requirements, which cannot be found in English poetry. In
addition, Persian ghazal and English sonnet are fundamentally
different both in terms of expression and rhetoric and in terms of
content and application. Other shortcomings, which are not few in
number and are scattered in different chapters, have been categorized
into five groups: a) false information, b) undocumented claims, c)
incomplete and misleading information, d) unnecessary repetitions,
and e) incorrect English and French footnotes.

It goes without saying that doing research in comparative literature
IS an academic inquiry and can only be done by experts. Just being
familiar with two languages is not enough to do research in this field,
but one should also have a good familiarity with the literature of the
two languages. In addition to these, one should also know the theories
and areas of research in comparative literature and then embark on the
journey of comparison. Sa’di's Ghazal and Shakespeare's Sonnet, due
to the author's lack of familiarity with English literature and
comparative literature, as it turns out, has many shortcomings that are
misleading. In addition, the comparisons are too general, very biased
(Sa’di’s superiority and Shakespeare’s inferiority). Finally, in some
cases the sources are not mentioned and there are major citation
problems.
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3. Andrew Marvell

4. An Horatian Ode upon Cromwell’s Return from Ireland

5. Charles |

6. The Schoole Of Abuse

7. John Donne

8. The Holy Sonnets

9. “the empire on which the sun never sets”

10. Ben Jonson

11. The First Folio

12. “To the Memory of My Beloved the Author, Mr. William Shakespeare, and
What He Hath Left Us”

13. Samuel Johnson

14. The Plays of William Shakespeare

15. Preface to Shakespeare

16. Marie Frangois Sadi Carnot

17. John Hudson’s Shakespeare's Dark Lady: Amelia Bassano Lanier The
woman behind Shakespeare's plays?

18. Alfred Leslie Rowse

19. https://mww.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/us/definition/english/the-swan-
of-avon.

20. Eastwick, Edward Backhouse, The Gulistan or Rose Garden of Shekh
Muslihu' d-din Sadi of Shiraz, Hertford, 1852; London: Trubner, 1880;
London: Octagon Press, 1979, reprinted 1996.
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22.The Muscovy Company

23. Sir Antony Sherley his relation of his trauels into Persia The dangers, and
distresses, which befell him in his passage, both by sea and land, and his
strange and vnexpected deliuerances.

24. The Taming of the Shrew

26. Gulistan, ou L'empire des roses, traité des moeurs des rois
27. Petrarchan sonnet

28. Shakespearean sonnet

29. “Courtly Makers”

30. Poems: Written by Wil. Shake-speare. Gent.
31. Ben Jonson

32. Francesco Petrarca

33. Robert McCrum

34. James Dumoulin

35. complete works

36. Ovid

37. Jean de La Fontaine

38. Frangois Rabelais

39. Ralph Waldo Emerson

40. Octave

41. Shirley or Sherley

42. Henry Howard

43. Astrophel and Stella
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