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Abstract

This study delves into the motivations and intentions of Persian
biographical writers through a comprehensive analysis. The primary
objective is to examine the underlying reasons driving these authors to
compile such works, considering the broader context of Iran's literary
and political evolution. By comparing different historical periods, the
study seeks to identify patterns in the emergence and decline of
various motivations in response to prevailing socio-cultural
conditions. Beyond motivations, the research also explores the
implicit goals that Tadhkerah writers aimed to achieve through their
compilations. Ultimately, by elucidating the motivations of Tadhkerah
authors through the lens of their authorial persona, this study
contributes significantly to the historiography of Persian literature.
This approach not only enhances our understanding of these works but
also positions this research as more comprehensive and rigorous than
previous studies.
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Extended Abstract

In essence, all literary works can be seen as a history of literature.
They serve as mirrors, reflecting the social, political, and cultural
transformations of their time. For instance, when we read a ghazel by
an ancient poet, beyond the literary pleasure, we are unintentionally
reading a piece of the literary history of his/her era, establishing a
connection with it. Undoubtedly, many readers find themselves
pondering the why and how of his/her ghazals, engaging in a form of
exploration of Persian literary history. Those readers who consider it
their duty to find answers to these questions are generally literary
critics and historians.

Literary historians and critics, in their quest to answer these
questions, often seek to uncover his/her motivations and intentions in
composing his/her ghazals. To achieve this, they employ various tools
and methods. However, as contemporary readers of an ancient ghazel,
how do they access and understand the poet's intentions and purposes?
This question has so far sparked lengthy, and sometimes endless,
debates.

It should be clarified that the aim of this article is neither to defend
intentionalism nor to attack anti-intentionalism. These two positions
have primarily debated the intentions of authors of literary works. This
article intends to explore and investigate is the intentions and
motivations of Persian Tadhkerah writers in their historiographical
writings about literature. In other words, | am interested in the
motivations and intentions of those who have written about literary
works and poets. Of course, it should not be forgotten that every
author has their own intentions and motivations for writing, and
therefore it is possible to research these intentions.

| intend to investigate this issue through the following questions:
What were the motivations of Tadhkerah writers for compiling these
biographical dictionaries, and what can be inferred about their
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intentions? What developments can be attributed to the flourishing of
particular motivations in a specific period? How will elucidating the
intentions and purposes of Tadhkerah writers facilitate the path of
Persian literary history?

A noteworthy aspect of this study is my intention to explore texts
and literary history by differentiating between the concepts of
intention and motivation. | owe this conceptual distinction to Quentin
Skinner. Motivations are prior to the act of writing, while intentions
are linked to the text's interiority and can be discerned throughout the
composition and completion of the Tadhkerah.

I have categorized the motivations of Tadhkerah writers into seven
groups and provided examples for each. Ultimately, | have concluded
that the overarching goals and intentions of Persian Tadhkerah writers
was to seek power, exert dominance, and construct identity.
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