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Abstract

“Rostam in the Twenty-second Century”, written by Sanatizadeh
Kermani, is the first science fiction novel in Iran. Noteworthy, science
fiction is widely known as a genre in children's literature in Iran. The
current paper attempted to examine various aspects of this novel,
regarding its genre and also identify its readers. For this purpose, the
main components of the genre, namely science, imagination,
materialism, novum, prediction and nostalgia along with three
components identified by the researchers, which are taboo-breaking,
hopefulness and empowerment, were employed to analyze the novel.
The results showed that the novel seeks to address issues such as the
pursuit of happiness in modernity, the power of modern man, and
even resurrection of the dead, with the aim of comparing tradition and
modernity, and it generally targets adults as its readers. Therefore, it
could be said that the novel was written for adults, but since the
youngsters are very well acquainted with technology these days, it
can also be suitable for adolescents as well. Moreover, by focusing on
the scientific and imaginative aspect of the novel, it became apparent
that although this novel does not employ a specific scientific
justification for the probability of the events, it has applied
imagination to an area which is beyond human power. In conclusion,
the novel can be considered as a science fiction story as it creates a
novum that led readers to alienation.

Keywords: Novum, alienation and recognition, science fiction,
Rostam in the Twenty Second Century.
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